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tive too; and in a more delightful wisdom. They re-
presented, in their different ways, the apex of Whig
civilization. In them all that made it memorable found
its fullest expression. Holland House showed its mas-
culine and intellectual side. Lady Holland was a
divorced woman: she had eloped with Lord Holland
from her first husband, Sir Godfrey Webster. With
the consequence that, though the easy-going circle of
Lady Melbourne and the Duchess of Devonshire were
on terms with her, she was never received by the more
rigid ladies; and the society that visited her was pre-
dominantly male. Every night of the week gentlemen
used to drive down through the green fields of Ken-
sington to dine and sleep at Holland House. Staying
there had its drawbacks. It could be agonizingly cold
for one thing; and the dinner table was always over-
crowded, so that people ate as best they could, with
arms glued to their sides. Moreover Lady Holland
herself was in many respects a tiresome woman, capri-
cious, domineering and extremely egotistic; given to a
hundred deliberately cultivated fads, with which she
expected everyone to fall in. She shifted her guests'
places in the middle of a meal, she turned people out of
the room for using scent, she interrupted, she had
hysterics at a dap of thunder, suddenly she would
summon an embarrassed stranger to her sitting-room
in order that he might entertain her with conversation,
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